
PLANO MULTICULTURAL OUTREACH ROUNDTABLE (MCOR) 
October 9, 2012 

 

MCOR Co-Chairs Present 
Jian Li, Co-Chair 
Shaheen Salam, Co-Chair 
Sally Magnuson, Co-Chair 
 

MCOR Co-Chairs Absent 
Mary Alice Garza, Co-Chair 
 

Council Members Present 
André Davidson 
 

Staff Members Present 
Dana Conklin 
 

MCOR Co-Chair Sally Magnuson convened the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
October 9, 2012, in Training Room A of the Municipal Center, 1520 K Avenue.  A quorum was present.   
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 MCOR Committee Chair Graciela Katzer noted a Plano Community Forum event on October 
20, 2012 benefitting the MLK Scholarship fund.  She also invited everyone to the LULAC Banquet on 
25 October 2012 at which she will be honored.  Lastly, she notified us of an October 18, 2012 
neighborhood meeting of LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE at Forman Elementary School from 6-7:30 pm. 
 

Council Member André Davidson reported on an event Courage to Believe:  Free China held on 
October 11, 2012. 
 

MCOR Co-Chair Magnuson welcomed back MCOR Co-Chair Shaheen Salam who had be 
gone for 2½ months visiting relatives in Malaysia.  
 

Committee Chair Katzer commented that on the recommendation of Myrtle Hightower, a Mr. 
Johns has been invited to attend MCOR. 
  
READING, AMENDMENT AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 The minutes from the September 11, 2012 meeting were reviewed.  Committee Chair Katzer 
moved that the minutes of the September meeting be approved and MCOR Co-Chair Jian Li seconded 
the motion.  The minutes were approved by all present at the meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION OF FUTURE PTN PROGRAMMING (DANA CONKLIN, PUBLIC INFO DIRECTOR) 
 Dana Conklin, Public Information Director for the City of Plano, spoke on the issue of MCOR 
partnership with the Plano Television Network as its responsible city official.  She said that PTN is 
considering programming to “showcase cultures in the community.”  The form for such programming 
has not yet been established; it may be a series or a panel discussion.  However, as the City’s 
Multicultural Roundtable, MCOR should play some role, and she asked that MCOR discuss the 
possibilities.  Since such a discussion was not specified on the agenda, MCOR will have to take it up 
at subsequent meetings. 

 
MCOR Co-Chair Magnuson noted MCOR’s sponsorship of annual Civic Fora devoted to a 

single culture.  Ms. Conklin noted that Tony Picchioni had agreed to moderate a discussion, if that’s 
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the format chosen.  MCOR Co-Chair Li recommended that MCOR’s sponsored National Day of Prayer 
might be included.  Committee Chair Katzer, noting that National Day of Prayer is religious, said that 
Community Circles, a secular gathering, might be more appropriate.  Dana Conklin noted community 
interest in festivals and other cultural observances. 
 

MCOR Co-Chair Magnuson appointed a committee to study the issue and report back to 
MCOR.  The committee would include Committee Chair Katzer, Sant Virmani, Shaheen Salam, and 
MCOR Co-Chair Li. 
 
LEGACY OF TIMBUKTU: WONDERS OF THE WRITTEN WORD  
 Guest Speaker Hisham Syed, spokesperson for TIMBUKTU IN FORT WORTH, made a 
presentation on the traveling exhibit to be shown 20 April – 20 September 2013 at the Fort Worth 
Museum of Science and History.  Its emphasis is on “the importance of education in the community.”  
 

While Timbuktu persisted as a (literally) rich civilization for over 600 years (Hisham spoke of 
hundreds of elephants bearing gold artifacts), its importance lay in its emphasis on scholarship and 
research into medicine, law, and commerce.  It was “the Ivy League of the world,” offering education in 
the 12th through the 14th centuries. 
 

Hisham Syed’s purpose was to highlight Timbuktu as a former haven of enlightenment.  
Manuscripts have been rescued and will be on display from 11th Century Timbuktu. 
  

The exhibit is the work of the International Museum of Muslim Cultures (IMMC).  It emphasizes 
that the critical focus both then and now should be on “the education of children.”  Now its purpose is 
“to educate the public about Islamic history.”  Black “history doesn’t begin with slavery.”  Instead their 
goals are to 

 Use historical facts to “reconnect with Africa” 
 Reclaim a heritage worthy of inspiration to motivate children; and 
 Foster rich diversity, culture, and discussion 

in what is the area of “fastest development in the World.”  In consequence, they are partnering with 
local ISDs with a full Social Studies curriculum.  As an example of the legacy, Mr. Syed remarked that 
Blues had their origin in “West African call to prayer,” as highlighted in FESTIVAL IN THE DESERT. 
 

He introduced Muhsin Shaheed, an Associate Chaplain of the DFW Airport Interfaith 
Chaplaincy, as a respected leader in the Muslim community.  And he gave us a link to the exhibit and 
the group behind it: www.TimbuktuTexas.org  (That group, the IMMC, was established in 2001 and 
organized this exhibit in 2011.  It is supported by the Protestant and Jewish communities as well as 
the Islamic ones.)  This exhibit, scheduled for the Smithsonian and other prestigious venues, is coming 
to Fort Worth first because FW was first ready for it, and the Fort Worth Mayor, rabbis, Hispanic 
leaders, and even leaders of TCU wrote letters of support on its behalf. 
 

During the colonization era, African families hid the million Timbuktu documents which will go 
back into hiding during the contemporary unrest.  They are part of the estimated 10 million written 
manuscripts, not oral histories, penned in Western Africa.  They are being digitized for preservation. 
 

Mr. Syed wants us to “spread the word” that 25% of Timbuktu’s population during the Middle 
Ages consisted of students from all over.  Black and Muslim communities should be proud of such a 
heritage.  There followed a question and answer period. 
 

http://www.timbuktutexas.org/
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REPORTS 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

Plano International Festival 
The Plano International Festival will be held Saturday, 13 October 2012, in Haggard 

Park.  Dr. Robbie Robinson will be a featured speaker.  Plano Profile has published a three-
page spread, and the Plano Star Courier has interviewed Committee Chair Katzer.  PISD 
participation has been curtailed due to budget cuts.  MCOR Co-Chair Magnuson praised the 
Festival’s Green efforts and hopes that they win the City of Plano Award again this year.  
Graciela commented that other Festivals have hired the International Festival to tutor them on 
those efforts. 
 

GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION COMMITTEE 
Discussion of future Asian Community Forum 

MCOR Co-Chair Li said that discussions of an Asian Civic Forum have begun.  They are 
looking at dates in April or May.  Sant Virmani indicated that the Indian community would like to 
consider such a Civic Forum in the near future. 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 Report/Discussion on Cultural Movies 

MCOR Co-Chair Li reported that 15 people attended the MCOR screening of The Red 
Violin. 

  
RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 Jon Liu reported that the Winter World Peace Table Tennis Tournament is scheduled for 
December 1, 2012 at Tom Muehlenbeck Recreation Center. 

 
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 Zia Shamsy asked about planning for the National Day of Prayer.  MCOR Co-Chair Li asked to 
discuss speakers for the rest of the year.  Committee Chair Katzer suggested a reiteration of the 
MCOR Holiday Party.  It was decided that a subcommittee will plan these and report.  Also a 
discussion of a partnership with Plano Television Network regarding future cultural programming will 
be included on a future agenda 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm 
 
 

 

      

Jian Li, MCOR Secretary 


