
ñWe shape our 

buildings and 

afterwards our 

buildings 

shape us.ò 
 

Winston Churchill 



Historic Preservation 

involves the act of 

recognizing places from our 

past that are important to us, 

caring for those places by 

utilizing the most appropriate 

treatment, and then 

continuing to use them in 

ways that enrich our lives.  

What is Historic Preservation?  

Preservation Basics 



Historic places are IMPORTANT because they: 

Á  Represent cultural & architectural heritage 

Á  Establish a unique sense of community 

Á  Instill a sense of community proprietorship  

Á  Enhance local property values 

Á  Encourage tourism 

Á  Foster economic growth and  

 development 
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Economic Impact of Historic Preservation in Texas  

A 2015 University of Texas and Rutgers  

University study revealed: 

 
Å Over 10% of Texas travel is heritage related,  

      with $2.26 billion in annual visitor spending. 

  

Å Private and public institutions in Texas invest  

     $772 million in historic preservation projects. 

 

Å Every dollar from federal and state incentive programs triggers $4 - $5 of 

private sector investment, spurring $1.78 billion in private-sector 

rehabilitations, and creating 35,000 in-state jobs and more than $2.4 

billion in Texas gross domestic product (GDP).  

 

Å Since 1981, participating cities in the Texas Main Street program have 

made an average annual contribution of $310 million to the state GDP.  

 

Å Since 2000, the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program has 

created 9,600 jobs and added $651 million in state GDP.  



 In the beginningé  

Ann Pamela Cunningham stepped 

to the forefront of preservation 

history in December of 1853, 

when a Charleston, S.C., 

newspaper printed an article she 

had written decrying the sorry 

condition of George Washington's 

home, Mount Vernon.  
Ann Pamela Cunningham 

(1816-1875) 
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Years of neglect had left the estate a near ruin; moreover, 

speculators were reportedly eyeing it as a prime 

development site. 



History of Preservation 

The Mount Vernon Ladiesô Association was chartered in 

1853, and Americaôs first nationwide preservation campaign 

was launched. 

On February 22, 

1860, George 

Washingtonôs 

128th birthday, 

they took 

triumphant 

possession of the 

property.  Theyôve 

owned it ever 

since. 



The Antiquities Act of 1906, officially An Act for the 

Preservation of American Antiquities (16 USC 431-433)  

It resulted from concerns about protecting mostly prehistoric 

Indian ruins and artifacts on federal lands in the West. 

Plundering of artifacts from these lands by private collectors 

ð known as "pot hunters," had become a serious problem 

by the end of the 19th century.  

The Act was intended to allow the President 

to set aside certain valuable public natural 

areas as park and conservation land, and/or 

accept private lands for that purpose. These 

areas are given the title of ñNational 

Monuments." 
Devilôs Tower  

Hulett, Wyoming 
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0b/A_Yool_DevilsTower_04Sep03.jpg


Historic Sites Act of 1935  

(49 Stat. 666; 16 USC 461-467)  

United States Capitol, 

Washington, DC 

Enacted by the US Congress to 

organize the myriad of federally-owned 

parks, monuments, and historic sites 

under the National Park Service and 

the Secretary of the Interior.  

It declared for the first time "...that it is a national policy to 

preserve for public use historic sites, buildings, and objects 

of national significance..." Thus it is the first assertion of 

historic preservation as a government duty, which was only 

hinted at in the 1906 Antiquities Act.  
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Vieux Carré Commission ï 1936 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

French Quarter, New Orleans, LA 

Ranks as the first city to pass an 

ordinance which created a historic 

commission and district, based on the 

new concern about the country's 

historical and architectural heritage.  

Under pressure from the local chapter of the American 

Institute of Architects, the City established the first Vieux 

Carré Commission in 1925. This first commission faltered 

because the agency was merely advisory in function. The 

subsequent commission of 1936 legislation provided óteethô 

and paralleled land use regulation.  
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National Trust for Historic Preservation Act of 1949 

National Trust headquarters 

Washington, DC 

Initially, the National Trust did not 

provide funds for preservation 

projects. Today, they are able to 

offer funds for planning and 

education, providing a plethora of 

information, techniques, and 

methods to assist people in 

applying preservation locally. 

President Truman signed the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation act ñto facilitate public participation in the 

preservation of sites, buildings, and objects of national 

significance or international interest." 
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As a result of Post WWII government urban renewal 

programs of the 50ôs and 60ôs, people saw the negative 

changes in their cities and became concerned for their 

ñquality of life.ò  
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