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Plano Announces Police Chief Finalists

Will Johnson

Brian Redburn

Simon Happer

The search for Plano’s next Police Chief has been narrowed to three extremely qualified candidates.
“We received an impressive number of highly qualified applicants who want to be the next Plano Police
Chief,” said City Manager Mark Israelson. “It has been an extremely competititve process to get to this
point in the search and we are confident that this effort will result in finding a professional Chief who will
have the experience and vision to lead the outstanding Plano Police Department team.”
The City selected Strategic Government Resources (SGR), to conduct and manage the extensive
search that resulted in an exceptional candidate pool. SGR is an executive search firm, based in Keller,
Texas. SGR’s proprietary recruitment and vetting process produced an incredibly strong field of
candidates who want to be Plano’s next Police Chief.
SGR went through candidate applications from 11 different states and two countries to identify semifinalists that were presented to the City. Through a comprehensive questionnaire and further candidate
reviews, three finalists were identified. As the next step, these three finalists will participate in three
panel interviews; a representative panel of Plano citizens, a city executive team panel, and a Police
panel. They will also attend a dinner with City Council and the Mayor. Other testing and backgrounds
will occur after that.
The three finalists are:


Will Johnson is an accomplished law enforcement executive with 24 years of policing
experience and currently serves as Police Chief for the City of Arlington, Texas. He previously
served as Assistant Police Chief. He holds a Master’s of Liberal Arts Degree from Texas
Christian University and a Bachelor of Arts from Texas Tech University. Johnson serves as at-

large Vice President for the International Association of Chiefs of Police and on the IACP Board
of Directors.


Brian Redburn is a police executive with experience leading all major functions in a large
municipal police department and a licensed attorney. He currently serves as Assistant Chief,
Administrative Services Bureau for the Irving Police Department. Redburn holds a Juris Doctor
from Texas Wesleyan University School of Law and a Bachelor of Science from Florida State
University. Redburn also has extensive experience as a law enforcement instructor. He cochairs Irving’s Behavior Health Leadership Team (BHLT), the first police department-led BHLT
in Texas.



Simon Happer has extensive law enforcement, local government and community service
experience, including 29 years of results-driven police and community leadership. He currently
serves as Lieutenant Colonel-Deputy Chief of Police for the City of Overland Park, Kansas,
where he manages and leads the two major bureaus of the department, the Operations Bureau
and the Services Bureau. He holds Master of Public Administration and Bachelor of General
Studies – Personnel Administration degrees from the University of Kansas. His previous duties
include Major-Division Commander of Detective, Patrol and Office of Professional Standards
Divisions, Captain of the Criminal Investigation Section and Lieutenant/Captain of the Patrol
Division.
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About Plano
Plano, Texas, is the largest city in Collin County with a population of 284,070 as of January 2019. Incorporated in 1873, the city is located 20
miles north of Dallas. Niche and AreaVibes recently named Plano as one of the Best Cities to Live in America. Forbes designated Plano one
of America’s safest cities. The City offers a high quality of life that includes nationally recognized schools, award-winning parks, and
sustainability initiatives and a wide variety of multi-cultural neighborhoods appealing to families, young singles and retirees. Plano is home to
the headquarters or regional operations of major corporations such as Toyota, Liberty Mutual, JPMorgan Chase, Boeing Global Services,
Fannie Mae, FedEx Office, JC Penney, Rent-A-Center, Cinemark Holdings, Denbury Resources and Alliance Data Systems. Our dynamic
community features excellent restaurants, vibrant shopping and entertainment venues, a lively historic downtown district and active local arts
scene. Easy access to DART light rail and major highways makes Plano a convenient place to live, work and visit. To learn more about Plano,
go to our website at plano.gov.

