Article 10: Nonresidential Districts
10.800: BG, Downtown Business/Government District

10.800 BG, Downtown Business/Government District
(ZC2018-008; Ordinance No. 2018-6-11 and ZC 2003-52; Ordinance No. 2003-10-32)

.

Purpose

The BG district is intended to serve as a pedestrian-oriented center for retail, office, gov-
ernmental, cultural, entertainment, and residential uses. It is designed to ensure that de-
velopment, redevelopment, and renovation within the district are consistent with the his-
torical character of Plano’s original business district and the surrounding area. The stand-
ards of this district apply to specific characteristics of Plano’s downtown area and are not

appropriate for other locations and districts.

Permitted Uses

.3 Areaq, Yard, and Bulk Requirements
The following area, yard, and bulk requirements apply to all development in the BG dis-
trict unless otherwise expressly stated:

Description

Commercial and Multifamily Require-
ment

Single-Family Attached Require-
ment

Minimum Lot Area None 700 square feet
Minimum Lot Width None 20 feet
Minimum Lot Depth None 35 feet

Front Yard Setbacks (except as
noted in Sec. 13.500.2 and Other

Height/Setback Requirements be-
low)

See Sec. 10.800.5B

See Sec. 10.800.5B

Side Yard Setbacks

Interior Side Yard

None, except as provided in Sec.
13.500.3

None, except as provided in Sec.
13.500.3

Exterior Side Yard (Corner Lot)

Minimum Rear Yard

quirements below.

None

Maximum Height

4 story (except as noted in Other
Height/Setback Requirements below).

3 story, 50 feet

Four stories of multifamily are permit-
ted on a horizontal structural concrete
podium above a single level at grade of
structured parking, and/or nonresiden-
tial uses and/or flex space units (below-
grade parking is excluded). Flex space
units are defined as a ground floor unit
that may be occupied by a residential
use, a nonresidential use, or both. Flex
space units must have an individual ex-
terior entrance and a minimum floor-
to-ceiling separation of 9 feet. A flex-
space unit must be constructed to ac-
commodate nonresidential uses and
may not be modified to prevent non-
residential occupancy. (ZC 2011-30; Or-
dinance No. 2011-10-17)
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c.  Where a row of parking spaces faces a public street, tree islands shall be
provided at intervals of one per 15 spaces. The islands shall extend the full
length of the parking space and shall be a minimum width of 10 feet. Trees
planted in the islands shall be selected, installed and maintained in ac-

No site developed prior to December 9, 2002, shall be required to conform to
the landscaping requirements of this section unless the site is being redevel-
oped or there is a 30% or more increase in the existing square footage of build-
ing area and/or reconstruction of the existing parking lot.

J.  Landscaping/Screening for Parking Lots Adjacent to Residential Areas
Where parking is within 50 feet of residentially-zoned property and is not screened

of shrubs (5-gallon minimum) must be placed adjacent to the parking. The required
landscaping shall comply with the following regulations:

The required shrubs shall create a minimum 3-foot tall screen within 2 years of
planting.

Drought and freeze-resistant shrubs shall be used including, but not limited to,
Photinia, Dwarf Burford Holly, Dwarf Chinese Holly, or Dwarf Yaupon Holly.
Other plants may be used with staff approval.

All plant materials shall be selected, installed, and maintained in accordance

.5 Special District Requirements

A. Definitions of Streets within the District

Major streets shall be defined as 15th Street, 14th Street, K Avenue, and Munic-
ipal Avenue.

Minor streets shall be defined as all streets, other than the major streets, which
are built with a standard curb, gutter, and sidewalks.

Mews streets shall be defined as a service drive for automotive and pedestrian
traffic with a central circulation lane a width of 24 feet or less which functions
as a public street. No curbs or sidewalks are required within mews street right-
of-way.

B. Frontyard setbacks are measured from the outside of curb or outside of lane mark-
ing where there is no curb. Front yard setbacks are determined based on provided
on-street parking and the type of street frontage as follows:

Designated on-street parking spaces are No designated on-street parking spaces
provided between the street and the are provided between the street and the
building building

Setback Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum

Mews Street 3 20 3 20

Minor Street 5 20 10 20

Major Street 10 20 15 20
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